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New beginningsΧ. The WVS Hicks ITC have had a great start to the new year with multiple projects 

rolled out for the YEAR 2019.  

In JANUARY 2019, The teams have started with a bang with 518 dog sterilications, 81 cat 

sterilizations, 100 rescues, 411 clinic treatments, 718 vaccinations, 21 special surgeries and 45 

adoptions this January 2019.  

 

Well Done Team Goa!!! 

WVS Hicks ITC Participants graduating from the Animal Birth Control Surgery Course, with Chester 

the WVS Resident Dog in Assagao 
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-  Dr. Amanda Fernandes 

 

Congratulations to the Batches of the WVS Hicks ITC Trainee Vets ς January 2019 
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We have just completed the first two courses here at WVS HICKS ITC, for the New Year 2019. Course no. 1 - 

7th to 18thof January saw us train a mixed batch of 8 students, which also happened to be the first time we 

were training 8 students. The first course had three vet students from the James Cook University- Australia, 

two from the UK, one from the University of Dublin - Ireland, one from Pondicherry University and a vet 

wanting to change his field to small animal practice from Bulgaria but currently working in the UK. Course 

no. 2 ς 21st January to the 1st of February had students from almost the whole of Europe! Portugal, Austria, 

Germany, France, Norway and Ireland and a very special Vet Nurse from the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Akshay, Dr. Sarasi and I were in training for the first two weeks followed by Dr. Anahita, Dr. Sachin and 

Dr. Mukesh training the next batch of students. Initially the participants were not confident about their 

surgical skills but as the course progressed they picked up speed and efficiency and were able to do the 

surgeries by themselves soon into the second week. We did have space constraints and adjusting with the 

additional participants but we overcame that all and had 16 well trained vet. Students and a vet. Assistant 

by the end of both courses. The students were so enthusiastic that they all got a chance to do extra dogs! 
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ABC Surgery Training Course for Vets and Vet Assistants 

COURSE NO  DATES MALE DOG 
SURGERY 

FEMALE DOG 
SURGERY 

TOTAL 

1 7th Jan ς 18th Jan 65 68 133 

2 21st Jan ς 1st Feb 67 62 129 

 GRAND TOTAL 262 

 

763 6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ 4ÒÉÐ ÔÏ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 2ÁÂÉÅÓ 6ÁÃÃÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÎ 'ÏÁ            

On the Saturday of the course, like always our students were taken on a field day vaccinating with our sister 

charity Mission Rabies. They had an amazing experience and thoroughly enjoyed vaccinating dogs on the 

streets of South Goa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


