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bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ π 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму 

 

WVS ITC India  

1. ABC surgery courses  
 

The year’s courses have come to an end and we have arranged totally 24 surgery courses this year and 

trained 266 vets and 32 vet assistants. During these surgery courses we have sterilised over 4700 

dogs/cats and performed special surgeries (for example amputations, bone platings, tumor removals, 

pyometras, enucleations) weekly.  
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2. WVS ITC Clinic 
 

Over 1700 cases have been attended at the WVS ITC clinic this year. We are excited to be able to start 

the new ‘OPD case treatment form’ from January onwards to help to record all these cases to the WVS 

app.  

 

 

3. Annual rabies vaccination drive in the Nilgiris 
Totally 2075 dogs were vaccinated against rabies by the WVS ITC vets during a five days long 

intensive vaccination program on the 17th – 21st December. Separate report is being prepared.  
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Working equine street clinics 
 

The 5th WEHW training course of this year was arranged in 

Kodaikanal in collaboration with the Kodaikanal SPCA and at the 

IPAN Hill View Farm Animal Refuge. Six participants from different 

parts of India attended the training to get more skills and 

confidence in basic equine field practice. A separate report with 

photos about the WEHW training has been sent. 

The 6th WEHW training course program took place again back in 

Ooty after the government veterinarians had tested over 140 

horses from Ooty for glanders and found them all negative. The 

separate WEHW course report will follow. 

There is another new interesting disease condition that we have 

begun to come across. Horses are presented with bilaterally 

swollen heads and increased respiratory effort. The condition 

is looking like so called ‘bran disease’, nutritional secondary 

hyperparathyroidism. This disease is caused by lack of calcium 

in the diet as a result of feeding concentrate-based diets that 

are high in phosphorus with too little roughage and hay that 

are good natural sources of calcium. 

During our regular clinics, we continue to treat injured horses 

and provide routine preventative care like deworming, tetanus 

vaccinations and teeth rasping. One recent case was a horse 

had a massive abscess around her left front shoulder. When we 

drained it, several liters of pus flushed out! 
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 Brian  

 

 

Dr Stacy attended the most recent SPCA Nilgiris meeting where 

the fencing of the land allocated now for these Ooty horses was 

discussed. Dr Sugumaran from the Animal Husbandry department 

explained that 136 blood samples from Ooty horses have been 

sent to the Hissar equine laboratory to be tested for Glanders and 

all have been found negative. This is great news and again thanks 

to the early recognition of the disease by our vet Dr Tvesa! 

 

 

 

 

  Jamtse project in Bylakuppe 

On the 29th November, 13 months from the start of the Jamtse project in Bylakuppe, Dr Manvir 

operated the 3000th Bylakuppe dog. The program has been successful and a sterilisation coverage is 

over 60% in most parts of Bylakuppe. We will still be continuing the project there for some more 

months to reach 4000 surgeries done.  
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There is another Tibetian settlement, Hunsur, about 50km away from Bylakuppe and we have 

proposed to expand the Jamtse project there. Dr Aswin visited Hunsur on the to do a preliminary 

survey of the area and the status of the dog population there.  

Hunsur is situated on the western side of Mysore city 

on the way to Virajpet town. Madikeri also lies on the 

western side of Hunsur on another road. Hassan lies on 

the northern side of Hunsur and H.D.Kote town is on 

the southern side. Hunsur lies on NH-275 and connects 

Bangalore to the Nagarahole National Park, Madikeri, 

Kodagu and Mangalore. Adaguru H Vishwanath is the 

present MLA of hunsur.  

 

HUNSUR TIBETAN SETTLEMENT DATA  

Hunsur tibetan settlement has 13 villages and 3 monasteries. The total human population in the settlement 

is 2510 and estimated dog population is 595. The average dog to human ratio is 1:4.2. 

Sl No Area Human  

population 

Owned  

dogs 

Stray dogs ABC done Total dogs 

1 Village A 192 40 2 ? 42 

2 B 185 54 5  59 

3 C 150 34 2 2 36 

4 D 130 32 2 ? 34 

5 E 189 54  4 54 

6 F 188 38   38 

7 H 120 38 7 1 45 

8 I 87 24 1 6 25 

9 J 83 27  1 27 

10 K 98 22 2 2 24 

11 L 145 30  ? 30 

12 M-O 165 34 1  35 

13 N 119 21 1  22 

14 Gyumed Monastery 325 25 30 ? 55 

15 Dzongchoe M 301 10 20 ? 30 

16 Ogyenling M 33 6   6 

17 OPH   5 4 5 

18 Settlement Office  5   5 

19 Hospitals  12 5 5 17 

20 School   6  6 

 Total 2510 506 89  595 
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The dog population estimate in the above chart was collected by Mr 

Pemba Labrang, Administrator, Tibetan Phende Hospital Association 

and the human population data was taken from the door to door census 

taken by Ms Tsering Wangmo and Ms Rinzin Choedon. A dog 

population estimate by door to door technique using WVS app was 

taken by Dr Aswin and Mr Lhakpa on 09.11.18 in J and K villages 

and found to be fairly accurate with the data collected by Mr. Pemba. 

Similarly, a survey of the nearby Indian villages (Hosur and 

Gurupura) and Tibetan settlement was done by the same team on 09 

and 10th November 2018 on a motorbike to estimate the percentage 

of neutering, male female ratio, owner dog to stray dog ratio and 

approximate dog population (detailed report from the app to follow).  

What the WVS team found during the survey was a bit astonishing. 

Most of the owner dogs were let loose in the morning without a leash 

or collar outside for their morning exercise and were found playing 

with the stray ones, both intact. No wonder there were at least more 

than 20 puppies found and more than 5 pregnant dogs found during 

our survey. The average dog to human ratio is around 

1:37, while here in Hunsur Tibetan settlement is 1:4.2, 

which is alarmingly high (Sudarshan et.al). The 

requirement for an ABC programme in this area is quite 

necessary.  

 

BOUNDARIES 

The Hunsur Tibetan settlement is surrounded by Indian 

villages Hosur and Gurupura on one side and Nagarhole 

National park on the other side. The zero human rabies 

cases is mostly attributed to the geographical isolation by vast farming lands and national park on either 

side. The Indian villages lying at a distance to the Tibetan settlement is Beemanahalli on the south and 

Hunalsekette, Kurbara Hosalli and Pala in the North (towards Hunsur).  
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WVS India vets that rotate between WVS ITC, Hicks ITC, MR truck, MR Goa, Jamtse 

and other WVS outreach projects in India 
 Name Project budget Working at ITC 

since 
‘Bonus’ trips done 

1 Dr. Vinay ITC main/DT 2012 UK 2014, Nepal 2015, Malawi 
2016, Thailand 2016 

2 Dr. Aswin WTG  2013 UK 2015, Malawi 2016, 
Thailand 2017 

3 Dr. Lysandra MT/Hicks 2016 Thailand in 2018 

4 Dr. Amanda ITC main / DT 2016 Thailand in 2018 

5 Dr. Stacy WVS intern 2016 Thailand in 2017, 2018 

6 Dr. Balaji WVS intern 2016 Thailand in 2017, 2018 

7 Dr. Amulya ITC domestic donations 2017  

8 Dr. Catharina Hicks domestic donations 2017  

9 Dr. Akshay WVS intern 2017 Thailand in 2018 

10 Dr. Shruti MR Goa 2017  

11 Dr. Vineeta Hicks domestic donations 2017  

12 Dr. Sarasi WVS intern 2017 Thailand in 2018 

13 Dr. Anahita MT/Hicks 2017   

14 Dr. Manvir MT/Hicks 2018  

15 Dr Tvesa WTG / WE  2018  

16 Dr Sachin MT/Hicks 2018  

17 Dr Mukesh ITC main/DT 2018  

18 Dr Sumanth Bylakuppe/Jamtse 2018  

19 Dr Kavin MR Goa 2018  

20 Dr Jubair MR truck 2018  

 

 Ilona  2009  

 Karlette  2016  

 

 

Wishing everyone Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 


